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upon observations in various sorts and not merely upon the
practice of treading the snow and rocks. Speculation in this
case is founded upon experience of certain phenomena and a
study of the mountain's features ; and it is by relating what has
been only seen with known facts that inferences have been
drawn.

It may be perhaps accounted a misfortune that the party of
1921 did not approach Chang La by the East Rongbuk Glacier.
The Lhakpa La proved a bigger obstacle than was expected.
But in conditions such as we hope to find before the monsoon,
this way would have much to recommend it. It avoids all
laborious walking on a dry glacier, and with hard snow the
walk up to the pass from the camp on stones at 20,000 feet should
not be unduly fatiguing. Still the fact remains that the descent
from the Lhakpa La on to the East Rongbuk Glacier is not less
than i,200 feet. Would it not be better to follow up this glacier
from the Rongbuk Valley ? The absence of wood on this side
need not deter the party of 1922. For them plenty of time will
be available sufficiently to provide their base with fuel, and the
sole consideration should be the easiest line of approach ; and
though no one has traversed the whole length of the East Rongbuk
Glacier, enough is known to choose this way with confidence.
Here, as on other glaciers which we saw, the difficulties clearly lie
below the limit of perpetual snow, and the greater part of them
were avoided or solved by Major Wheeler, who found a practicable
way on to the middle of the glacier at about 19,000 feet, and felt
certain that the medial moraine ahead of him would serve for an
ascent and be no more arduous than the moraines of the West
Rongbuk Glacier had proved to be. The view of this way from
the Lhakpa La confirmed his opinion, and though it may be
called a speculation to choose it, whereas the way from the east
has been established by experiment, it is a fair inference from
experience to conclude that the untraversed section of the East
Rongbuk Glacier, a distance which could be accomplished very
easily in one march if all went well, will afford a simple approach
to Chang La.

The Eastern wall, about 1,000 feet high, by which the gap
itself must be reached, can never be lightly esteemed. Here
reconnaissance has forged a link. But those who reached the col
were not laden with tents and stores ; and on another occasion
the conditions may be different. There may be the danger of
an avalanche or the difficulty of ice. From what we saw this year
before the monsoon had brought a heavy snowfall it is by no
means improbable that ice will be found at the end of May on the